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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

In the last few weeks, we’ve seen developments, locally, nationally, and globally that need the 

immediate and prayerful attention of our Ministry of Praise.  Examples of these include but are not 

limited to: 

• The sexual abuse summit taking place in the Vatican and which now has demonstrated to 

include nuns as the victims of these sexual abuse scandals 

• The toll that these scandals have taken upon the faithful and our beloved Church; the Body 

and Bride of Christ Himself 

• The humanitarian crisis in Venezuela and the related political strife between what appears to 

be opposing sides claiming legitimate presidential power 

• The midst of our parish stewardship focus; the intent of which is to bring more parishioners 

into a committed presence (and service) within the parish 

• The upcoming Lenten season that will hopefully lead us into a much deeper commitment 

toward repentance and renewal 

 

The need for our prayers and sacrifices continue to mount and demand our committed response.  

With challenges, however, come opportunities; and I firmly believe that Christ’s words ring as true 

today as they did 2,000 years ago: “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my Church, and the Gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)  This past week we 

celebrated the feast of the Chair of Peter, the Apostle (Friday, Feb. 23).  Though our beloved Pope 

Francis has taken much heat and criticism over the past few years for comments that raise eyebrows 

for some and doubts for others (note that in November of 2016, four cardinals filed a dubia (formal 

request for clarification) in response to confusion about the issue of divorce, remarriage, and 

reception of the sacraments that was found in his document Amoris Laetitia), we can be assured by 

these words of Jesus that the teaching authority of St. Peter and his successors, will never be 

undermined by the powers of hell.  The outcome of our current struggles and scandals will eventually 

show the power and love of Christ and “the good things he has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 

Corinthians 2:9) 

 

Additionally, Jesus told Peter in the very next verse (Matthew 16:19), “Whatever you bind on earth I 

will bind in heaven and whatever you loosen on earth shall be loosened in heaven.”  We can be 

assured that Pope Francis and his cardinals and advisors, bishops and theologians; will never lead us 

astray of Christ nor that life he promised for those who love him and abide by His words.   

 

So with on on-going renewal of commitment at the parish level and, for those called, the diocesan, 

national and global levels; let us continue to become workers in the fields of compassion for others so 

as to build the Church that Christ had in mind when he appointed Peter to lead. It will be a process of 

renewal that may have never been experienced before in the life of the Church.  It may be led by the 

most uncommon or unconventional groups and individuals. But it will include a staunch adherence to 

the truths of Church teaching.  It will also be brought about at the parish level, and with a great 

amount of prayer and sacrifice…that without which St. Teresa of Lisieux said we could be of no help 

to the Church.   



 

So, once again, as our Lenten journey beings, let us be Ministers of Prayer and Sacrifice for the good 

of others; including our Church Leaders as well as victims of crime and abuse, sinners, oppressors, 

and those who have yet to come to know the loving Christ as He truly is…..the Son of God.   

 

 

Blessings, 

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 

 

Prayer Intentions 
Parish: 
For the Sister Parish Committee’s discernment and decision in June of which parish to choose for our Sister  

      Parish 

In thanksgiving for the remarkable witness of Fr. Tom in the midst of a tarnished image of priesthood brought 

on by the sex abuse scandals 

For our confirmandi and those in our RCIA program; may they receive the graces needed to continue their 

faith journey in to full membership within the Church 

For the individuals who are on our parish prayer lines 

In thanksgiving for all of our family and extended family members who are in the process of finding their way back 

to the Faith 

In thanksgiving for those non-Catholics who are responding to the Holy Spirit’s call to look more closely into the 

truths of our faith 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

For a peaceful resolution to the Venezualan crisis and that her citizens are provided humanitarian aid and a 

restoration of order and prosperity 

For an increase of peace throughout our troubled world, especially those places that experience the greatest violence 

and the greatest infringement of human rights and freedoms; especially those against Christians 

For an increase of vocations to the priesthood and religious life and in thanksgiving for the dedication and devotion 

of our current diocesan seminarians 

For all current priests, that the Holy Spirit may strengthen them to resist the devil’s temptations to break their vows 

of celibacy and commit sexual assaults 

That the strikes and unrest in Colombia will be resolved and our Sister Parish families will be protected from all harm 

and will experience a hopeful New Year  

For the pro-life movement’s efforts to counteract the effects of new state laws allowing for abortion on demand up to 

the moment of delivery 

For our government judges, may their decisions promote a culture of life and freedom from oppression and injustice 

That the winter storms may subside and usher in the first signs of spring 

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

Recognition of the Right of Christian Communities 

That Christian communities, especially those who are persecuted, feel that they are close to Christ and 

have their rights respected. 

Human Trafficking 

For the victims of human trafficking, of enforced prostitution, and of violence. 

 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the Ministers of Prayer 

and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 
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